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thousand delegates were present and probably not
one in a hundred of them had learned Irish : but they
had made up their minds that the next generation
should not be equally ignorant. The Senate of the
University was much opposed to the demand, but was
forced to accept it by the attitude of Irish county
councils, who declared that unless this were conceded
they would strike no rate to provide scholarships.
Objection to this proposal came from some keen
supporters of the Gaelic movement on the ground that
the National University was designed to be national
in the broadest sense, and that since no Protestant-
schools taught Irish nor were likely to teach it, the
effect would be to limit the students to Catholics,
The Gaelic League, however, held that Irish was the
language of the Irish nation, and that whoever refused
to admit this, repudiated his nationality. This was
unhistoric, and the virtual acceptance of it made for
deepening divisions. It was the more resented by
those who had no Gaelic element in their ancestry,
yet who had always conceived of themselves as Irish
beyond question, because it was imposed by people
of Gaelic stock who themselves for the most part
did not know the language. But the practical effect
was small, as few Protestants in any case were likely
to go to the National University.
But with the advent to power of the Sinn Fein
party the matter took another aspect. When in
January 1919 an Irish Republic was proclaimed, and
the members elected in the Sinn Fein interests met as an
Irish House of Parliament—Bail Eireann—all pro-
ceedings were formally in Irish, Mr. de Valera, the
chosen President, spoke Irish fluently; of the two
Vice-presidents, one was Professor MacNeill, though
the other, Arthur Griffith, had never mastered the
language. But the assembly, consisting for the most
part of young men and young women, was able to
conduct its public debates in Irish—in so far as they
were purely formal. With perhaps one exception,

